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Social Geography in Bulgaria

Milen Penerliev,

Abstract: The article examine more important problems stand
against Social Geography for resolving in Bulgaria. There are
reported as scientific problems and their educational aspects.
These ones marked are only a part of wide field of Social
Geography. It stressed on their social importance.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The contemporary Social Geography in Bulgariather
social sciences asking for their research objattspatial
defined objects and subjects with their set of #igec
parameters. Social Geography describes and egarfinse
parameters with specific tools. It gives own valighpositions
and prognoses for their development in geograpisigatial.
In the transition period this important sciencetfog society
lost its subject and low its actuality. Parallelttwthis the
guota of Geography in whole educational systemedeser as
and for Social Geography. The subject of thischatis
mainly these contemporary
development of this science in Bulgaria.

The Geography like science is defined in différe

directions. Scientific grounded reasons for theskidden in
the systematic approach or Systematic
(Hartshorne, 1939, Rusev 2008). In relation of ihidefined
and social branch geographical sciences — Cult@atjal,
Politic Geography, Geodemography, Ethno-
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difference of resources and services and to giasamable
explanation.

Examples for differences in the model “center-
periphery” could be given in wide specter .We wille only
in differences in salaries in several towns. Ftomdata of
NSI (www.nsi.bg at the end of 2013 the average monthly
salary in Sofia is 1089 BGN, in Varna 771 BGN, iarg§as —
690 BGN, in Blagoevgrad — 555 BGN, in Shumen 63INBG

Il. Territorial- spatial analysis in dynamic order is
given by Public Geography

The society is also divided in other way: thénlg in towns
and in village's .This involves us indirectly in Sal
Geography. The physical age and the social stafus o
population in town and villages are different. Thadike in
misbalance “center- periphery “ but with the diéece in its
areal structure her we have mosaic spatial streigttegrated
deeply in Bulgarian living and manners. The depafioih of
areas and their economical activity we considesresof the

problems against t@ain problems in spatial development in Bulgariacis!

Geography have to observe, analyze and prognossg th
processes. Even this trend is valid not only fdages also
and for small towns. We consider the problem of

Geograpliénopulation in border areas as problem of theonati

security.
In a research Penerliev (2015) in his analysis of

Confuciagoger territories between Bulgaria and Romaniagside

Geography etc. In fact these are branches of Sociglpe River estimate some important trends:

Geography valid for Bulgarian geographical science.

In this way we think Social Geography has tdofalthe
painful problems of Bulgarian society. It has to iere
“public” than it was. The socializing of the Geoghg is
researched by different authors (Dermenijiev, 2004}
according them Geography of society is precedesp &t
forming Social Geography. New think this is oppesgocial
Geography and this wider “canvas ‘on which are “eovder’
the contemporary problems of Bulgarian society spatial
scale. After this and an analysis of the societybjgms
follow marking of the social ones. In fact the Sdci
Geography with its social subject for researctuigcfion of
Geography of the society. This hierarchy of strietis
important for in way for proper targeting and resbeof the
subject.

Foregoing give us to mark firstly the public plebs
which could be subject for research of Social Gaplgy. The
state of society is weak and it needs revisionripadblem is
the stark misbalance in economic and social indisabf
binary structure “center- periphery”. Social Geg@inahas to
have aim to explain this misbalance, to do fromtiapa
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» Predominating of village population

» Small quota of towns (only three towns)

» Low birth - rate and low average habitant density

» Low number educational centers and lack of
secondary schools

The depopulation is process which has to be
examined by Social Geography.

One of the important problems against Social
Geography is examination and forecasting of theational
processes in the country. The high quota of eddqageple is
in direct relation with sequence micro economiddatbrs as
GDP, Labor productivity, Human resources develogmen
index etc. As it known the education is the motbrtte
progress. But how to reach this aim when 12,9 %tudents
left school in 2014 (according data NSI). The treéaquota
for science developing is only 0.65 % from GDP.

Here we examine the education or its leak@®sent of the
national security. Brzezinski said: “.it is passive for
America the ignorance which has its citizens havehe
world around. Awkward true is Americans have wingy
limited knowledge in Geography and very seldom trey
interested in the news and events around the world.

In this article the famous politician gives datanfi a
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the adults couldn't find Iran and 88 % couldn’t dbe

Published By:
Blue Eyes Intelligence Engineerin
& Sciences Publication Pvt. Ltd.




Current Scientific and Educational Problems of Soal Geography in Bulgaria

Afghanistan on the map. These territories where Wake
geopolitical interests. According the author thss direct
threat for the national securitf-he cumulative effect of such
wide spread ignorance makes the audience weakefos f
which demagogy implant them mainly when it is cdubg
terrorist attacks . This increases the probability self
demolition foreign affair initiative. “

In this article the authors stress on this problem
details. In the context of the national securityci8b
geography have to be involved in contemporary gsitigal
processes in the country. An essential problemréaent
governments during the Bulgarian political tramsitiis the
delimitation of Bulgarian aquatory. Penerliev caoless it is
clear geographical task — the estimation and aisabfsthe
Danube river border and its Black se aquatory hovdth
Romania. Social Geography together with Naturalggsohy
in political processes could give “benchmarks “afcls
delimitation together with the experts of marititagislation.
In fact the definition of borders is a pure task.

The participation of Social Geography in poétic
processes is a part of its main task. Geographitallysis in
help of geo - policy and geo - strategy is impdrtaason in
taking important political decisions. Here we gareexample
which proves the role of Geography in politicakliin the
beginning of XX century.

The founder of Bulgarian Geography science Pxoéstas
Ishirkov published
Moravkso “issued in 1917 Sofia. This is short extitonly 21
pages but especially written for the delegates e&cp
conference. Its role is guide book and strategyunmmt
where the territory and spatial are combined irtithe. This
shows the place of Prof. Ishirkov in then dayselitlso and
the need of geographical knowledge and sciencesiolving
political and geo-political tasks and problems @téav,
2013).

The only science taught in schools as disaplorming a
complex picture of the world in its unity and vayies
Geography. It is science and discipline whichteetfirectly
the knowledge for the Nature and the environmamhéd by
the other Natural sciences (Physics, Geology, Céteyréind
Biology) and the relations of the man to Natureqlggy),

result of the interaction between the society d@&lNature;
they study the geographical basis of the problents the
contemporary conflicts in the world —in local, regal and
global range. This discipline gives the student® th
geographical prerequisites for Euro integration ahd
establishment of Bulgaria as part of European ewica,
political and cultural space.

The aims of the education are a problem of
contemporary Common Didactics an Geography Didsictic
They are examined in different aspects — essencetién,
properties,, relations , taxonomy etc. The mairbfmms of
targeting the education in particular and Geography
related to its formulation using it as tool for itak ad
measuring the results , with formulation of binahfiaim -
educational content”; “aim”- final result”’; Aim- Reurces”
etc. The outgoing theoretical postulates relabeithé model
are: “The aims are: ... main characteristics. attdbof the
education , “ideal model for the final result “.%. first
procedure of management the education processhamism
, “ a propulsion “in education process ,... standardl norm
for assessment results”. The aims are reachedivitias and
on the basis of motives.

There are narrow relations between geographical
education connected in forming geographical culture the
culture of children rights. Accomplishment of their
interaction is built on the basis a complex of agghes -

“Short notices on Dobrudza andhtercultural, systematic, functional, experimereta.

One of the requirements of contemporary education
is aimed to its continuity in formation of attituéte teaching
and realizing a transition during all its periotisthe recent
years the most important problems against the eidmcan
Geography are as follow:

Main problem is insufficient school time for diuin
Geography. In our schools is implemented the wipmagtice
for some disciplines including “Geography and Ecuoius*
the week workload to be only 1.5 school hours ierage per
a school year. In practice in one of the both sthderms
where we have 1 school hour Geography we havealt re
educational process. The implemented not argumentum
administrative limitation of the workload in “Geagrhy and
Economics” discipline determine the big disparigtieen

and with the society knowledge (History, Philosophythe lessons and these ones for practice. As effetttis the

Sociology, Culturology) as and with the knowledge the
economical activity (economics).

Geography is one of the sciences which form in the

student’s concrete knowledge about the world irrétsity
and entirety supporting and building a scientifittade to the
Nature, to public events and situations, to thecgsses and
phenomena in local, regional and global scale.

The discipline

students can't attitude permanent and systematevletdge
as and to build competent skills for team work.

Unijustified reduction of the content in “Geography
and Economics” disciplines is another problem.sltdue
different reasons. One of them is the reduced warkkchool
hours. It follow reducing of the content which iwen in
School plan, the State Educational Requirementsesmuhing

“Geography and Economics“programs was realized with not correctly combiniegson

integrates knowledge and skills from other sciencethemes.

Synthesizing knowledge
informational basis for practical — applied field the
student’s activities. At the same time explairgidally and

the Geography provides an Other problem is the delays of educating in “Graphy

and Economics” after the contemporary needs ofatbed,
Europe, Bulgarian society and Bulgarian educatlanthe

entirely the dynamic processes and phenomena in thmst of European countries the workload in geogyraph

complicit interaction between The Nature and theiety.
Helps students in risk assessments and gives tbéomsiand
measures which appear due global climate changgsnan
Nature. Students study the separation of Earthaserbn
regions and the influence of geographical factor ifs
formation and development.; they are familiar wtiie
meaning of natural and social resources for devetop of
the economics.; they examine the territorial systéarmed in
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disciplines are 2 — 2.5 times more than these ionBalgaria.
Uncompleted knowledge of the young people leadowo
level of their culture and behavior.

In respect to build whole educational system wmthroved
quality directed to acquiring of key competency and
improvement of student's achievements have to make
sequence of changes in normative regulationss basc.
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Here are some possible activities for improvementhe
situation as follows (Ruseva, Vladeva, 2014) :
» Periodically actualization of school content;
* Modernization of the educational

ISSN: 2319-6378, Volume-3 Issue-11, September 2015

minimum for each educational grade. With this viilve
additional time for full teach of the basis.
Another problem is for

implementing methodical models developed on thabout reducing of the over load of the studentdat it is

basis of ITT;

e Improvement technology of education
alternative forms and methods for work;

» Actualization the requirements to school books;

about lowering the level of the acquired knowledgée

withpractical activities in Geography could be dond.re@he

main have to be not practical mechanically madiities but
solid theoretical knowledge through use of logicaid

- Reforming the professional education and its redqiractical operations of comparison, analysis , saries, and

relation to the business;

» Actualization school programs in professional
education;

* Involving the parents to the life and problems i
school.

In the recent years after its update kept thgh hi
requirements to the volume and the level of knogéedrhe

striving to high grade and high expectations must B’

preserved but have in mind the school plan is maated with
direction to the well performed students and nssted on
the practices and preparation of the students forew
changeable world.

The reasons for the problems in education even this

is not pointed directly are State Educational Reguents
(SER) to discipline “Geography and Economics
achieve by the students suppose learn by heartdefiaed
content without developing student’s thinking. striequire
from them teaching of a big volume matters withpractice
hours. This big volume supposes predominated metbiod
teaching — lecture and predominated control methardtten
test. | lead to impossibility of the teachers torkvdor
development in students the team work, self-defposéion,
skills in reaching consensus, tolerance to differeeas,
positive thinking and presentation skills.

The excessive common character of the langua@&SciPline; ny be _
g School content; leak of continuity in normative doents etc.

formulations regarding standards and themes as tha
presence of undetermined verbs make difficult bexks for
authors, teachers and students.

The contemporary normative basis is an attemathieve
of harmonization, coordination, subordination betwehe
main educational characteristics with aim achiewenef
standards and themes an attempt for overcomingdroos
core performance of goals. Its functioning showée t
presence of problems proved the need of its impneve.

The all documentation for discipline “Geographpd
Economics” have to be actualized on the basisefelbping
of unified conception for developing geographicdieation;
on contemporary condition and achievements of Gaaior,
on the expectations of society to Geography edugcaiti
agreement with the traditions and innovationshis way can

forming own position.
Essential problem is breakage of the inter flsws
relations which makes difficult the acquiring of wne

knowledge. Geography as synthetic science and adtiee

relations with the other sciences use knowledgm fadher
disciplines as Mathematics, History, Informaticsysics,
Chemistry, Statistics, and Economics etc. Soménerintare
ot studied in school so Geography has to fill gapih the
others which are studied disciplines in school havée
relations and depending in structure and sequenc#si
studying. We have some examples for mismatch of
content and time of studying.

Vladeva says (2006): The realize of criticalnking in
educational process is problem against Geograguyptine.

«  Fheil Ne essence of critical thinking is related to efffes and long

term acquiring of knowledge which practicable iffetent
situations. Through it is enforce the deep thinkizgd
realizing of the problems. The critical thinkingalee in
“...presence of ideas which exceed the visiblesalisring

new dimensions in a theme; searching and resolving

problems; defining ideas necessary for written maiton or
discussioh (Steele, and others, 2005).

The main problems of normative basis could be
defined: mismatch the structures of school progranthe
leak of synchrony between the elemearftshe

The teaching staff has different problems the gaint
one is the age trend and leak of young teachers.

The return of interest to teacher’s professionnis o
the goals against the Educational reform as it irequ
improving the work conditions and teacher’s wedgel a
popularization of pedagogy specialties in the Ursitees.

The main factor for bad performance of Bulgari
students according researches is the social inggual
students come from an environment which suppores
education and give the necessary resources achieseis.
In this meaning improving of the family environmemd the
conditions for education in the small towns cou@d to
sensitive improvements of students. Another opmitstus
wider intervention of the Educational system irdstut’s life

th

be reached unified approach in development normatif@s fulltime schools and boarding schools) but ¢benter

documents.
Sequence factors influence essentially on tladitgjlof the

education in “Geography and Economics “Some of them

influence positively and form several serious peofd.

The broken balance between the types schoolmgut
schools we have three levels of teaching — mangat
schooling (MS), mandatory eligible schooling (ME&hd
free eligible schooling (FES). It is implementedidst for
week norm — 1.5 hours and year’s norm — 54 or 2@ his
led to serious cut of the content. For minimum héag the

problem is necessary reducing the MES hours to sah&ONOmics’
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arguments are the free will of the parents to gray their
children.

The examination of good practices in the coustnih the
best results in quality researches — market litibn of
educational services, diversification and freedanmiaking

oschool programs and better conditions for the teacstaff.
Parts of the problems in the basis are common for

the educational system: leak of free Internet acces
classrooms; leak of multimedia projectors for vimsdion.
The specific problems of discipline “Geography and
are related to leak of thematic mapsattates;
need of diagram pictures etc.
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But the main problem is the humbled role aratelof the
teachers in Bulgarian school. The main aim is iasireg their
authority against the students and the societyttisireason
it has overcome the wrong statement the studethieignain
person in school.

lll. Conclusion

In conclusion we consider pointing that marked here
important problems in scientific and school geogregl field

are our point of view. Obviously they can't to liraill aspects

of problem field in Public geography. They are amigrks for

a future discussion.
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